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California Wildlife Treasure Hunt
Council’s Own Patch Program


Head outdoors and discover the incredible wildlife that calls California home! Learn to identify native animals and the signs they leave behind, explore how animals adapt to their environments, and discover why protecting wildlife and their habitats is important to the health of our ecosystems.

	
	
	
	
	




Once you complete the curriculum, please purchase your patch through DoubleKnot

Patch cost $5.00 includes shipping.


The activities required to earn this patch will build skills in animal identification, develop an appreciation for animal adaptations, and generate an interest in wildlife conservation.
During a hike, a visit to a natural history museum, or a simple walk in the neighborhood, girls will turn their attention to animals and the evidence they leave behind.
Girl Scouts will learn to treasure California wildlife as they discover animal classification, adaptations, and have fun sharing the experience with others.

	DISCOVER



Wildlife Treasure Hunt
Head outside with an adult or your troop and complete the California Wildlife Treasure Hunt included with this patch program.  You don't necessarily have to see an animal to know it was there! Look and listen for tracks, feathers, nests, scat, burrows, chewed plants, animal sounds and other clues.\
Remember: Observe wildlife without disturbing it. Never chase, touch, feed or capture wild animals. Leave nests, feathers, bones and other natural objects where you find them.
Complete two (2) or more of the following:
· Who's That Animal?
Choose three California animals you observed or found evidence of during your Treasure Hunt. Use a field guide, nature app, library book or other reliable resource to identify them. Record where you found them and what they were doing.
· Amazing Adaptations
Choose a California animal and investigate the adaptations that help it survive. Look at features such as its feet, teeth, beak, fur, feathers, coloring, senses or behavior. How does each adaptation help it find food, avoid predators, stay comfortable or survive in its habitat?
· Tracks & Signs
Learn to identify at least three signs that animals leave behind. Try tracks, scat, nests, burrows, feathers, webs, chewed plants or other clues. See if you can figure out who was there without ever seeing the animal!
· Listen to the Wild
Find a quiet place outdoors and spend five minutes simply listening. How many different animal sounds can you hear? Birds? Insects? Frogs? Mammals? Can you identify any of them?
· Habitat Hunt
Choose one animal you discovered and investigate its habitat. What does it need for food, water, shelter and space? What would happen to the animal if one of those things disappeared?
· Wildlife Through the Seasons
Choose a California animal and discover how its behavior changes throughout the year. Does it migrate, hibernate, change its diet, raise young during a particular season or respond to changes in weather?
· Native or Newcomer? — Great for older Girl Scouts
Investigate the difference between native, non-native and invasive species. Find an example in California. How can introduced species affect native wildlife and habitats?

	CONNECT



Get to Know California's Wildlife
Now that you've discovered some of the animals around you, dig deeper! Learn how wildlife fits into California's ecosystems and connect with the people and places working to protect it.
Complete two (2) or more of the following activities.
· Visit Wildlife's Home
Visit a park, nature preserve, wetland, beach, tidepool, wildlife refuge or other natural area. Explore the different habitats you find. What animals or animal signs can you discover?
· Meet a Wildlife Expert
Talk with someone whose work involves wildlife. You might meet a park ranger, wildlife biologist, naturalist, veterinarian, wildlife rehabilitator, environmental educator, conservationist or other professional. Ask about their work, the animals they encounter and how Girl Scouts can help wildlife.
· Visit a Wildlife Organization
Visit a wildlife rehabilitation center, nature center, natural history museum, aquarium, zoo, wildlife refuge or other organization that works with or teaches about California wildlife. Find out how its work helps animals or helps people understand them.
· Sketch Like a Scientist
Choose an animal you observe and create a detailed nature-journal page. Draw the whole animal and then zoom in on interesting features—feet, wings, eyes, beak, scales or fur. Add notes about its behavior, habitat and adaptations.
· Build a Food Web
Choose a California habitat and investigate several plants and animals that live there. Create a food web showing how they're connected. What could happen if one species disappeared?
· Wild Neighbors
Investigate wildlife that lives alongside people in your community—such as squirrels, raccoons, coyotes, deer, birds or other animals. Why are they attracted to neighborhoods? What can people do to safely coexist with them?
· Play Wildlife Twenty Questions
Choose a native California animal without telling anyone what it is. Let the other Girl Scouts ask yes-or-no questions about its characteristics, habitat, food and behavior until they identify it.

	TAKE ACTION



Be a Wildlife Champion
California wildlife faces challenges including habitat loss, pollution, invasive species, climate change, vehicle collisions and human disturbance. Now that you know more about our wild neighbors, find a way to help them!
Complete two (2) or more of the following activities.
· Help a Local Species
Choose a California animal that needs help. Learn about the challenges it faces and identify something people can realistically do to protect it. Then put your idea into action.
· Make Your Community Wildlife-Friendly
Look around your home, school, troop meeting place or community. Is there something you could do to make it safer or healthier for wildlife? You might plant appropriate native plants, reduce litter, help prevent wildlife from accessing trash, reduce unnecessary outdoor lighting, or take another action appropriate for your area.  Work with the appropriate adults or property owners to create an improvement.
· Protect Wildlife from Litter
Investigate how trash, fishing line, balloons, plastics or other litter can affect wildlife. Organize a cleanup or create an educational campaign encouraging others to properly dispose of items that can harm animals.
· Teach Others to Be Wildlife Wise
Create a poster, presentation, video, game, activity or display teaching others how to safely and respectfully observe wildlife. Include reminders such as keeping a safe distance, never feeding wild animals and protecting their habitats.
· Help the Helpers
Contact a wildlife rehabilitation center, nature center, conservation organization, park or other organization and ask whether there is an appropriate project Girl Scouts can do to support its work. Let the organization tell you what would actually be useful.
· Use Your Voice for Wildlife
Research an issue affecting California wildlife. Share what you've learned with a decision-maker, community organization or others who can help. You might write a letter, create a presentation, attend a community meeting or advocate for a reasonable solution.
· Become a Citizen Scientist
Participate in a legitimate citizen/community science project that collects wildlife observations. Learn how the information you gather contributes to scientific research or conservation.
· Share Your Wildlife Treasure Hunt
Create your own mini wildlife treasure hunt and lead younger Girl Scouts, family members or friends on an outdoor adventure. Teach them how to look for wildlife clues and how to observe animals responsibly.


WILDLIFE TREASURE HUNT
FIND AND DESCRIBE as many of the following as you can in the space below. You may not use the same item for another category (e.g., a crow cannot be used for both your ‘bird’ and ‘vertebrate’). Use a separate sheet of paper if needed.
	An animal that is a scavenger

	A reptile or amphibian

	A bird

	A mammal

	3 different animal sounds

	Something that is alive

	Something that has never been alive (abiotic)

	Something that used to be alive, but now is dead

	Something that is decomposing

	A vertebrate animal

	An invertebrate animal

	A microscopic animal

	Animal scat, what did it come from?

	A vertebrate animal

	Something that has been eaten or chewed

	An animal track

	A feather

	A fungus, algae, lichen, or moss

	A seed

	A piece of human litter



1. What was your reaction to the Treasure Hunt exercise? Did you enjoy it? What did you like about it? Not like about it?

1. Describe something about the Treasure Hunt that surprised you.
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