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Building Your Community
Council's Own Patch Program

Discover how you can have a voice in your community! Explore what makes your neighborhood a great place to live, learn how local decisions are made, connect with community leaders, and advocate for changes that can make your community even better.
This patch program aligns with GSUSA’s Democracy Civic Engagement badges at every level.
	
	
	
	
	



Once you complete the curriculum, please purchase your patch through DoubleKnot

Patch cost $5.00 includes shipping.


All requirements must be completed to earn the patch:

	DISCOVER! 



Explore Your Community
Every community has places, people, resources and services that help it thrive. Take a closer look at where you live and discover what's working well, what could be improved, and what matters to the people who call your community home.
Complete two (2) or more of the following activities.
· Take a Community Walk
With an adult or your troop, explore part of your neighborhood or community. Look for things that help make it safe, welcoming and enjoyable—parks, sidewalks, crosswalks, libraries, businesses, trees, recreation areas, public transportation, lighting and other community resources. Also notice places where improvements might be helpful.
· Map Your Community
Create a map showing important places and resources in your community. Include places such as schools, parks, libraries, fire and police stations, hospitals, grocery stores, recreation areas, community centers and public transportation. What resources are close to where people live? What might be missing?
· Become a Community Investigator
Choose one community issue that interests you. It could involve parks, traffic, sidewalks, recreation, animals, the environment, public art, libraries, transportation, safety, accessibility or something completely different. Find out why the issue matters and who is responsible for making decisions about it.
· Ask Your Community
Talk with family members, neighbors, classmates, Girl Scouts or others about your community. Ask questions such as: What do you love about our community? What could make it even better? What would you like to see more of? Compare their answers with your own observations.
· Community by the Numbers
Create a simple survey or tally sheet and collect data about something in your community. You might count crosswalks, trees, benches, bike racks, playground equipment, litter, accessible entrances or another feature. What does your data tell you?
· Discover Who Makes the Decisions
Who decides where a new park goes? Who fixes a pothole? Who determines school policies or approves a new building? Choose a local issue and trace who has the authority to make decisions about it.

	CONNECT!



Meet the People Who Make Your Community Work
Communities don't just happen—they are built and supported by people working together. Connect with the people and organizations that make decisions, provide services and help your community thrive.
Complete two (2) or more of the following activities.
· See Local Government in Action
Attend a community meeting in person or virtually with an adult. You might attend a City Council, County Board of Supervisors, School Board, Parks & Recreation Commission, neighborhood association, arts commission or another public meeting that interests you.
· While you're there, notice: Who participates? What issues are discussed? How are decisions made? How can community members share their opinions?
· Meet a Community Leader
Talk with someone who helps your community. This could be a mayor, councilmember, librarian, firefighter, teacher, parks employee, nonprofit leader, business owner, city planner or another community leader. Ask what they do and how young people can get involved.
· Behind the Scenes
Visit a place that helps your community function, such as City Hall, a fire station, library, courthouse, public works facility, community center or local nonprofit. Find out what happens there and who it serves.
· Follow an Issue
Find an issue currently being discussed in your community. Read or watch local coverage, visit an official government website, or attend a meeting where it is discussed. What are the different viewpoints? Who will ultimately make the decision?
· Find the Helpers
Choose a need in your community and find an organization working on it. Learn what the organization does, who it serves and how volunteers or Girl Scouts can help.
· Ask an Expert
Share something you noticed during your Discover activities with someone knowledgeable about the issue. Ask why the situation exists, what has already been tried and what realistic solutions might be possible.




	TAKE ACTION! 



Make Your Voice Count
You've explored your community and learned how decisions are made. Now use what you've discovered to help make your community even better!
Complete two (2) or more of the following activities.
· Speak Up!
Choose an issue you care about and share your ideas with someone who can help make a difference. Write a letter or email, make a phone call, give a presentation, or speak during public comment at an appropriate community meeting.
· Put Your Data to Work
Use information you collected during Discover to support an idea for improving your community. Turn your findings into a graph, infographic, map, poster or presentation and share it with the appropriate community leader or organization.
· Create a Community Solution
Identify something that could realistically be improved and develop a solution. Maybe your park needs more recycling bins, a dangerous crossing needs attention, a community space could use native plants, or families don't know about a useful local resource. Create a plan and work with the appropriate people to put your idea into action.
· Bring People Together
Organize an activity that helps your community. You might host a cleanup, collection drive, community information event, beautification project or another activity connected to a need you discovered.
· Start a Community Campaign
Create posters, flyers, videos, presentations or another campaign to educate others about an issue you discovered. Include a clear way people can help.
· Partner for Change
Team up with a local organization, business, school, government agency or community group to address an issue you've identified. Ask what would actually be useful rather than assuming what the community needs, and work together on a solution.
· Make Girl Scouts' Voices Heard
Ask other Girl Scouts what they would like to see improved in their community. Gather their ideas and present them to an appropriate decision-maker. Show community leaders that young people have ideas worth hearing!
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