The Girl Scout Gold Award

The Girl Scout Gold Award is the highest award that a Girl Scout 14-18 may earn. Someone once described the Girl Scout Gold Award as being "what you really want to be remembered for" in Girl Scouting. For many, the leadership skills, organizational skills, and sense of community and commitment that come from "going for the Gold" set the foundation for a lifetime of active citizenship.

The Gold Award Project Requirements

The Gold Award project is the culmination of all the work a girl puts into "going for the Gold." It is something that a girl can be passionate about—in thought, deed, and action. 
· The project is something that fulfills a need within a girl's community (whether local or global), creates change, and hopefully, is something that becomes ongoing.
·  If it is an event, the event should be something that people will want to continue for the next year;
·  If it is a service, it should be something that creates change or action with long-term possibilities, empowering others besides just the girl; 
· If it is something tangible, it should come with a plan for use and maintenance within the community. 
· The project is more than a good service project—it encompasses organizational, leadership, and networking skills.
·  If a group of girls work on the project together, each girl must be responsible for a specific part of the project and must evaluate her participation as an individual and a member of the group.

Guidelines for Your Gold Award Project
*Before beginning work, submit your project idea to the Gold Award Committee for review.  Wait for permission to begin.

*Your project should meet an expressed need in the community.

*You must reach beyond the Girl Scouting community.

*Select a Project Advisor who has experience and expertise in the content area of your project.  You should not choose your parent or leader as your advisor, but rather a content expert.  For example, if you are painting a mural you might ask your art teacher to be your Project Advisor.

*You may enlist others to help you, or work through organizations to put your project in place, but it is your vision and leadership that should make it happen.

*You cannot collect money for other organizations; however you can ask for goods and services.

*Your project should take a time commitment of 50 hours at the minimum.

65 hours minimum for Studio 2B projects.

*Always check Safety-Wise when planning your project.

*Any major changes to your original project application must be reviewed by the Gold Award Committee.

*If you do a project with others, be sure that you will hold a distinctive role in the selection, planning, decision-making, and action of the project.  It should bear your own unique “trademark”.  Your responsibilities should be separate from those of the other girl(s).
